[DNFSB LETTERHEAD]

May 26, 1994

The Honorable Hazel 2. O'Leary
Secrervary of Energy

Aashingrton, DT 2053%

Dear Secretary O'Leary:

fm May 26, 1994 tne Defense Nuclsar Safety Board, In accordance witn 42 U050,
4 2286a(3), uananimously approved Recommendatiorn 24-1 which s enclosed for
vour consideration. Recommendatlion “4d-1 deals with Improved Scheduls: for
Aemediaricon in the Defense Hutlear Tacilities Tompliex.

12 U.5.C.§ 2286d({a; requires the Board 1L recelpt by you, o promptly make
this recommendation available o ; Gepartment of Dnergy’'s
regional publis reading rcoms. The Roard kelleves the recommendat lon contains
nc information which 1s classi ! «r otherwise restrictaed. 7o the axte: this
recommendacion Jdoces not lno rmat.ion restricted by JOE under the Lronic
Fnergy act of 1354, 12 1 l-ed, as amendsd ] arrangs o have
this recaommendation or onotl in vour pub.iﬁ readtn
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receraly,

John T. Conway
Chairman

fnolosure

Topy To: Mark B. Wnitaksr, SE-»




RECOMMENDATICON 94-1 TO THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY
pursuant to 42 U.5.C. § 228B6a(5) Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended.

Dated:May 26, 1994
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180 That those facilities that may be needed i¢r futurs handling and
treatment of the materials Iin question be maintained in a usab.e state,
Candidate facilities inciuwge, among others, —he - anag H-Tanyons 4ana the
FB- and HB-Lines a%t the 2avannan River Site, some plutonium-hanoling
glove box lines among fhose it the Rocky Flats Plant, the Los Alamos
National Laboratcery, and the Hanford Site, and certain facilities
necessary to¢ suppoert a4 udraniur handling capabilizy at the ¥-12 Plant a:
“he Qak Ridge Site.

[ Expeditea preparations ¢ accomplilish actions in Ltems i through
above shou.d take inte account tne need hto meet tThe ragquirements tox

cperztional readiress in accordance with DOE Order 54800570 .

John T. Conway, Chairman



[SOE LETTERHEAD]
August 31, 1994

The Honorable John T. Conway
Chairman

Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board
625 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Suite 700
Washington. DC 20004

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter responds to your Recommendation 94-1, Improved Schedule for Remediation in the
Defense Nuclear Complex. of May 26. 1994. The Department shares the concerns outlined in your
letter, and we agree that there is a need to take timely action to place the substances formerly used
in the manufacture of nuclear weapons into a state for safe interim storage. There are significant
activities underway. such as the Plutonium Vulnerability Study and the associated Management
Plan to address many of the hazards cited in your Recommendation.

Your Recommendation calls for an integrated program plan to be formulated on a high prionty
basis to convert, within two to three years, the specific materials cited in the Recommendation to
torms or conditions suitable for safe interim storage. The Department commits to develop a plan
that will include the following initiatives:

a systems engineering approach to maximize the integration of facilities and capabilities
while minimizing worker exposures and additional waste:

research programs required to fill any paps in the technological information base;

identification of those facilities that may be needed for future handling and treatment of
these materials:

ensuring operational readiness in accordance with DOE Order 3480.31.

This integral program plan will develop detailed schedules for specific activities cited in the
Recommendation and will include critical path activities. decision points. and resource
considerations necessary for successful program initiation and completions. The plan will be
utilized as a tool to assist in determining the appropriate course of action to expeditiously convert
the material discussed in specific recommendations 3 through 7 to a form or condition more
suitable for interim storage.

The Department accepts Recommendation 94-1 conditioned upon the understanding that complete
conversion of all materials cited in your Recommendation may not be accomplished within the time
periods described in the Recommendation. We Jook forward to working closely with vou and vour
statf to develop a responsive Implementation Plan and activity schedules that meet our common
goals. The Implementation Plan will be forwarded to vou in accordance with 42 [1.S.C. § 2286d.



If you have further questions, please contact me, or have a member of your staff’ contact Mr.
Thomas Grumbly, Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management. at (202) 586-7710.

Sincerely,

Hazel R. O'Leary
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